TUMBLING  IN  THE   HAY
philosophy of life. I have learnt a great deal from
him; whether it will be accepted in another quarter
remains to be seen."
41A complete philosophy of life ! No one had
that but Hegel, He went farther than Plato and
Aristotle. Plato's great discovery------ By the way,
what was Plato's great discovery, do you remember ?"
" That the truth of things is thought"
"Very good. And how did Aristotle advance on
that ?"
" Plato's thought was one-sided and undefined.
He saw truth only in the universal in general without
relating it to the particular. Aristotle supplied this
second factor."
"Very good." The Master looked about him as
if he thought he had missed his umbrella, I opened
two bottles of " good beer."
After a little silence he put down his empty glass,
with a sigh, and, gathering his mind, began: " Hegel,
let me tell you, outsoars them all by his dialectic.
The interconnection of the universal and the particular,
the immanent dialectic of'their interdependence, the
identity of their opposition, this was the third factor
of thought which remained for Hegel to supply.
Furthermore, from this identity of opposites he went
on to show that truth is what falsehood has to become.
He took it that falsehood itself bears witness to the
truth. For truth is everywhere, even in what we
call the false; and what we call the false has strugglings
of dialectic within it, for the falsehood that contained
no dialectic would be like the truth that contained no
repudiation of error, an empty abstraction."
"Hegel does not believe in personal immor-
tality ?"
" Why should he ?" answered the Master of Those
Who Know.
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